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The state's two proposals for the swath of Loop 303 south of Interstate 10 depict the new highway veering west of Cotton
Lane at its southern edge.

That left Maricopa County residents at a recent public hearing fearing the next leg of the highway eventually will come
through their homes around Rainbow Valley Road, a route that is depicted in Goodyear's general plan.

South of 1-10, the Arizona Department of Transportation has money to build four miles of Loop 303 to Arizona 801, a
reliever highway that runs parallel to Maricopa County 85.

"The purpose and need is growth. Lots of growth," said Timothy Tait, a spokesman for the Arizona Department of
Transportation, referring to Loop 303.

The state has narrowed its options for Loop 303's path:

» The corridor would follow Cotton Lane until about Lower Buckeye Road. South of there, the freeway veers west at an
angle to meet Arizona 801 near the intersection with Citrus Road.

* The corridor would follow Cotton Lane the whole way to Arizona 801. It also would have a leg that jogs to the west,
similar to what is proposed in the first option. However, the leg would be built only if and when Loop 303 is continued
south of Arizona 801.

« Aside from the two proposals, Tait said the state could choose not to build a freeway at all.

He said the department's director should be making a decision about the corridor by early 2009.

Construction on the four-mile piece of Loop 303 would begin around 2018.

But for some Maricopa County residents who attended a public meeting with ADOT last week, the next segment of the
freeway is most important.

"My main concern is where it goes south of there," said Jeff Briscoe, who attended the forum.

The state today does not have money to build Loop 303 south of Arizona 801. The state will have $50 million to purchase
land for the highway, but that money will not be available until at least 2021, Tait said.
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If Loop 303 is continued south of Arizona 801, it is unlikely the freeway would run on its Cotton Lane corridor.

South of Arizona 801, a bridge is being built on Cotton Lane over the Gila River. The existence of a hew, expensive bridge
makes it unlikely the state will tear it down for the highway.

"Cotton Lane is not an issue," Tait said of sliding the Loop 303 route around the bridge. "We're showing very reasonable
alternatives by avoiding Cotton Lane."
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